J=Aj A7 MFE

©° cepifesa et

©° 3G FTHS



£/

AL

\y !
R
ﬁ% ~




o)
"v:‘:g'-; Sy

ADHUNIK ASOM: ETI ABHAS
(A Glimpse of Modern Assam)

Vol. 4, a collection of essays dealing with some areas and
aspects of Assam since 1826

Chief Editor
Dr Jyotirmay Jana

Editor
Dr Manju Laskar

Publisher
Dr Ajanta Dutta Bordoloi
Principal, Nowgong Girls’ College
Nagaon, Assam

ISBN 978-93-85310-14-0

ST St

foe9], 0d¢

© FZTT9
it @R IS, Asthe, o

RaIm 2rags 2afre f-@EE ©9 31 SfoTes aE 9FESIE v
O3 o)FA 13, A A=A T I Y LIPS 72T |

S{Eﬂ': 8¢o.00

T
9120 (22 9@ NETEE,
fiemoR, Asife (T9)

APHFY GF ]

€T T GBBR TS 5 Ve TR A T 9ff
FOP] AZY AP FIEAL SAR W AN D | G RroroiTa vodf
%G| W SR R REws T (AEd ovE 3 RS
TR 92 1oy REm w3 wfhe 3ue Aw RERRS GF I8 B9
Al tze RERe s sm-ikee fen @ fe ai]
oM | FHSH AT R T {&3 (PRN LA FZ (q O, NEwy
I Y AN TS TR R T @ T e Gien
SR AfEe) [Fme goin o g e bod 967 g oREs
TS AT bR B o1 (oiraiR FreiRs | wavars SrEl-fe)
ACHOR W I CTACZ PN 07 RewpTe Hghon #97s Toord
wﬁwwmwc?gms@rw@w ©, SIENGA, (gIfen
T S "R G fogum Ran sove (2 Res
(PRI Mfzer mm e w9 =ie | wyeiR Tare g wgfes),
TSRSl W% R ~Sgfite s W e SRS
SRR g THEN SIS | @3 R I5eTed o).
A AW SfoR ARMTEIER R “wpi sy BRSO
:ﬂeﬂgﬁmﬂﬁﬁ ﬂg?g%@mﬁ Ty 40T yAE SR Beh

I TR, fm

439 TR LT3 | 1O T R S et o



asfte @R FETer 2fEaq) TR IPR WIS — T
2053 5® — [T erFRE o9l ife= | g FAdTHSTAYE
JYFITS (F (AR T | CATZ TR 2T 25w 37
afsare ofsers 2 (19 Sz ad | e sy AR =am
IR 3 AT [T e Ffaral

TR ORI AAMS & AAWS [(A7d FoHo!
W T | [ 3Rt sfds mwr @una fReR gl s
TR (FUNAR @ TIRRER Tz (o vl wifa awral | aum
6T AF TP (MFIG1 e@Fme frpm AMmERER 7% s
EIRTIICE TR SR T IR (SEERR FHDEA NG TP
SPTR AN §q% o7l IA TR FOASISGA (TR ! TR T4
TH IR (SIS WRAvace 9t Iew Wiy AW ke R
FIAY COETAFA ATSICA *EAS FAC] |

951 T 5%, Foriem Tyt wome Awen fird AR o=l
TR IS ARAERTS! AFFE AR S PRR #R_ A FR
fFoeeTe Tyt Sorr FRTE e AR 3 AT AREERS
AR FICET BY FFRER Brwne TR A | Sy seome e
g Ran T oft wrem frar aaee o e Sfemiz

WIYAT TR SIRGI A6 YA A @Al 1B el Soige
N,C@C@@Tﬁlmﬂ’mﬁm

waifs, s
v ST 20%¢

T SIGE WaE I9LE
L, A8 (R IEAS

Ao

o

u

4]

IS/ o
Y FETS *HATI-H6]
T GT T/ 08
T Hfwe! a1/ S0
e atyfaeet, Syfieorm e el [epd
T e X 58y
T ufoe v/ sey
s RgEEra oife Ss ya@e: aft wera
(St} GRS TSAMLALE)
T AT WFwA/ v
SYfeis TP JETwE
G wiER @ielf 200
T TR 221 Gres ojfaea
T %R IR/ 254
2foZrR 2m 3t Syfe s w5 @i awsifom
sl (514 20¢
SR Gerfooq e Bif TR aga
e ara/ Qs
AN A TS 2 55
©* WIS 3911/ v0e
SR YT SR elirave 2
CIBHIY SIFATT /05y
ST TR Tl «@fS Rz SRR
IR (SIFI, SIgel Fly -
(AT RIS om Srgam ) /038
m{ﬁasw%?mﬁﬁa%gasm
T freTiolem 39019/ 08y

TR (3T el G
%] (IR T3] ° o
(FREIMEA: T° g %K) /ovd

SPTNEAIR T1U/89% "

T SR B[/ 80y



IRER

yrgfae eomm qeum defbe faam 2'E wHgfe) wvs wmr
Arefaares, TIADA] U (Afon T | 7HS FRMOL @8 46T A
AIHG! T'A “WYfaE BES *FAHEAGH!” | AATID A ST HAHA
TR To e qEars e aft sfiem @ Etum «@:
cararat sfea eite fren ol it am
faen s wwHe sfae Siaa W
cortg Gl o fErl Qe i @1, —
(oo wer gf fage Sl am
e i <Tfe wommE b
T gl ST S qjagE
HATANS ©F (Fa HFell A g ANS
cerarq st Aife gwra v ans ¢
fxmarm wonE oWiR IfTeTEre, T TN Wi
TfeMfes wefiEe erm 2am (iR *marad so1 feg Az 29
e offe wm-frarm Fhraz sl wE sdfor s enerifGa )
FNCS (7 TR AN SHAGACS! 29 | TNIE 205 A2ATS Wies
91 wEArrany| f[aages eEi Sy e Afere [fea g
4| *FATAGHIA G2AS TCFABAS BEE TE (IRZ AIFIE 341
SINIR PSR A |
IHDIA *FAHAS 719 IAM {2 42 AT A Bz 3z
AT AFD! T, FAAd (pomriad g 3 eifesimaa emm s
TSl «mrihl TF wwae Sfwr (daw ol we Sgeeeme
AfSoia 2R | AW LTF! IFCER DI IESRNE SR I
9GB! SfSraIs Feama skt (IR I W TS AuPToR @IS
e afte T (2 Tiag *foars s @wd a1 AeE) e a)
AP gy w1 | sfit it SISt =i YEges sl
fadta wsRIfGE |
AYT B, WFAR (FOA R A 7ZF OFL Q@R 40|
*Fq (POOLd UG J2 BT 2 IAMG! IM frree 2 [aws @i



12 e T

TR (ACETZ 97 SWE\a *F) (TRA 2T Gl [T KEARE
TSeARE 4E A STERI GomwE BeF @y a@mie wigH ) §w e
TR ? MA@ AR TEET — AWEeE @R ameod JrEmendaiE
ST (Soemea @ 5 2fiemee 2T o9 w% ) ww e,
T A TGS T AeF TIOTTE@E FAT FHAE HIGH
(AR T4 (AR G4BT (A& SEA7E (Fehmaaard #Aefene (21!
FAMBIE Y23 Afoam @RI 71F | (2€a wE, «maraa wifew radi-sfed
UGS U THSRE Gled 7 €U TF AN | «marae GifeE
T TEaER TSI SIE (e TITR LSRR (AvE 28T | g5
oyl 7E ARIR TAYR | GTREAC 4T W STEGER] ATITT (FEHE
(@ FYRNE G wE arey Fare wwge o 2o gewE G
TAZGENA TelE MR (4 TSeRAta (S€4 8y azaml Wfwy FemalEe
aGar) «@e Tl AT 1 GTerE WEAE (5HA G5aE X (FAR AR
T orE GTAGAl TIH T OB GEE B9 1 A9mas 44aR 92
TS WA T AT (9 AnE AT e a2t g | a e
AR (3] SIS (G 4rey 3 aiferm afka (are (simmeiRE
G514 (FI4 F51S (TR ARTSN SR AMfew AeH**) 93 fagme amlqRme
Ay (2 TRreEs TREaTaa ofm Gl 9@Ims AR s 1TE,
“%3S (pond (%3 g efsetm= 3l caren aaw @t +ffvsfe ca A
(IREPR TR GieTea 4w a1 GTem (afRr IEea Al

* =mReR fAfen sRevffas oo Aisre *mea Arme-e R S o e

TIGTEE (T *159A 677S (FeaA ASR »— TR 73 Iz J2wra:
= (DS XR0C IAH JT frEm G2 Towg AR ¢ IS
Fa53d) orrRIT — et} AR TR (T | wEel SIER SeTd
a2 fem-sa 99 gsofs wpnih Afirs affe wrg, v TRwEE
(A-ATRITSE UMD BERM (78T @ A1 g *rwa (37 ofe @R
arists Wi @R ol frfacem, tomgeR catTm < amEsr
— TorHA [ T gl | R Ao BoATaa TERET) ROIRA R,
TSR T Aot (TURA (AR T SR — (7% SRRgeTor
TR WG TATTT (NSTR I (@ IIR o | AR WBSAICIA
(T S (T THICIR B3 =ifSaifeet, awm cny g 112

* (IREATE TewAEPReR foess wilue ke | smI @EREaiE

BrE T TS (O GO “SPENAIR “5eT TN ST AR o)

sfer #ifafes ™

STTE A ®

TIEH6E (A, TRISFAR SIGIAE, INNTPIR THod Jm [T
fes wifil (13 FWER 31 OR RF6TS! IR AW (M e IFaeal
3= Bl +ird (OSTFIRT (FRAS AR TYS FA (I AR |
if Tre Btz SR orEe i IR AfeTr TSN
5T AT (@IS (([Ffareng e gor o 594 (1) *meres
oo o Yfe afSeimm FfRete (@TRR 32 e (e gon
O 59 (M GBI T @2 G2 TP TR IR |
(OSEAR I FCMITR OIF ZRORR T | (OSERR 3IoS
g pResfd SR Zree wifE «ifarefR | offdreRe @9 R
Ty T WE “IAN@NF I AW A I e BT (Wdie
“TANANI) oFS 5T TR wiifvrs | Mewd vt Ibe vzraey
TN (79 547 AR seesfivTr srefve g v S Itz
@ Ffm e «fseR wfen e M (3 | I Wy
2fRcnd 5/9© WINT 274N TSI BIEIN ST ORI Wi A3
T A 137 AP “IFNQ@INE T 3571 31 I Sz TR/ Tl
sfeesifal fZornst agama “amifdas, azaraieg S e I v
Pz |
fFolel 1ITS *FI-FOTR AR T e & 32 A
TR o ofSm owgsd o Seed W Rfos Hoorw morr
SRS WITIMROES *IAR (6oF Ry arzd 1) 81 fZ510et (e
02 | NeTPd WITE IS 1B (PoNed FIEry 2zeR ARG
TR oIfRE oS oI peis @it 4R (PISRRRE 8efs W |
forge afia wCamTaCE i FR 38 ©F AARrS Tl AIwYTS 33
T FAATS IR AR T THAMICRR TSS GIesiet do1 7 )
CORCAIETICE! (Z0 IR WRACS (FSNHCE WITNMCTAce “o13fRe |
OISt YfE ore fSMB e W (RATA coirl sr's | owe
Reafiars wmam we Shfte SRewm sfEsifore g ske:
(SRR [(PARNTR] 3B AR AR WS |
M3 A BT HTASS AT ! |
STV (O AT SITE o |
CETCIE S (@ (oreife caferm 11
afZ I wame zes A e
CO1Ifer Tom AT i ||
<frs s aer Greife e
=SS We T foR orfet 1



So SryfaE T

st siTw eifewma wms fmn Qen
% TR AT FoTS (3l |(°
2o “IRsGeIME T I51 1 T ZRFT AR STl

*FIR AARTA @RI I T T 2Rt aRw sEeHfd W
*PFITHIR I3 1R A1 Aem R, W arGN e (SRR |
COSTANT (T (FSAIR CHIS *Rel 719 oz w3l T SR |
% ©it=1 Uot 2w A T FrAT (SRR AR iRl W As
AT 1** (OEENS WIS (SETERR ARTE »A6T TARTS RV
fowatar GINIZ 091 t651% TAICa (T Fofao[1 (€3 v Boie
ifE TR Rz | @2 bR fosws fofiem arat s aom @ |
o2 (ZA! TR forgs graet fefiamarz cods w19t war swfs fea
I *WEAS (G 85I (H ARRCA B Srang Fow= fra | (ron
9% ARG ROTIFICR @ *FR 6o &9 (2IRE A [1=i13
3IfZTS (3 AfF@NT 25 1 AWRICS Fofiem grane oS w15 (IRR
A At IS THONR FA9S AHI-ARR SISt #ATE W [ —
2RO W (967 SIAST HATGAR | TSR AF19JRA RIS *EI0
3 AR TR WA AfzFe 3 A= e confdwom | wfee
CIE, o2 A W1 FIAGACRS TR IRE S I
CoIeICE | RO exissTl 3Res 2fkemes | cod o', 2Rt s
WA 93 BHITT TR 2719 SE AP GIRMA; (0F *EID SIS
AfG TR FMS | RAR F TS ARee (3 A NffreE Bl
CESR TLe NfEE W (D€ FAPRI 0T GBI SIS SoFS a1
s wE ol 2fios '@:

%S GAIRA] A SIS |

ﬁmmﬁm%ﬂwwmn”

* o7 bREYARARS =FICRY ACACEL *17 1B | S GO e
SROTRECA *FICRA TR A XA (omrra Ry oz o<1 3R
eI I A1 A FYRAI A % (O 32U (oS Brne a3 | 3
V2173 AT AR Rdm 5RefAS =% RRoRe o5t troaa Frary zel 34
e ot tarr GIRAA <ff23 SIS *IFR0RR AT 31 oA Ao cormi
wIet B fRce e AfALm1 Sl (e A e w=w | BAR o 9
foreR 7aa | wefie @2 “FAAGTR” PIE G Mgz |

** O T A" A ARG @ Teerw i ket | e w1
23 7 A1 Ao 2RAPR 3 TS @RI 2R, (o @Est 2 e | wifes
o8 grad |

FraE 5

g3 RIS *FI FSRRN IN IR FRACS TFH-AN 1S
I A Afea |
AEACIRA TS e (el arew g1 uaifds vee-
sReofrs (5oTR et ArFle 3 I v SRz, wMErS e
I 5RosfATeR <1603 et 5441 I wIk) FACB! o= [ | wdfie
R “TRIoE” O (5 ‘NG — ST O SR THege
aAR TR 12 R afew «fRkfes @it 1| R gfem v e
TWRS ~RIgS IR TR aesta sffes tronfd sipem oS 712
IS Snfed AREINR:
TH S (A S e &= |
= P Tl =TS et 7 1
©ITA TITE e 3w & " |
IS (78 SrRIeal pfeife w1
HYGY ACE M TS G |
Tzrs oS om 7@ 2fdaid 1
GRS Spress ST ofFm |
AR (RN TS s (@R 11
9T FAIHECS SIS AT (It SRIm:
I SAREA-E6R 9IS SeHF-GramiopI |
SRS TN SLXR FRILToeT! 11 (8.93.58)
9% qIBl QIR IARRM (FAIGWPT SR (SOqTTTO AT
T sige St Rt of 35S =R Cotrl T
o= wrRifEA, sify 51 @i,
ify f&9-E=-A11 |
TS (ST, Wi T 9,
fargee Az wm
O (T, T [AE0A,
T3 fiftes =
efio-fAtaam 2w @
Qe SR A |
G T (¥, 30 TS MR — wdie sRest IR o3
‘ﬁmmqﬁrmmﬁzﬁmwﬁeww%wﬁﬁ
qumwam«memsmmmmwm
COUTRRAN T | g T *% T (FOT (RN NSS! 4w
91 5w (et 31 01 PY, (PR W | TE ARG
U SR AN, WO eI | AT TS THAR MR A



5= Tl EHY

AR (2 A STdAe 25 o7 TG ea wieaE ez,
TSNS SNAFIN 13 (FE *[AAe e @ waEye) 9ad ofaieE
*mrE wasiEeg o AsEde 2w sz, vens e wfae kazawn
THIEE TATE W A (2% | CIAE <EE W (hed G S
Grv{a wiers % arew SHar «nfa, g 3 o (o 2as
g w2, fFam G SEE T 9 | WEE BrE A% (5oE
fary =1 *mEam @i ThoE aefoaaEl geids O Teame GlErs! 79
SIca2 2wt T4l | SR 4@, Tz =feam oma wirs i i «(fow
il SIS T ALGIF! ARTZ *SHATAIS (5SA X7y I A0 (FEE
T2 ISR G2 TS5 Sz Tiramarma S 2fariaa apm X EE |

FFAC: G 4B (FAEHEER AoEs Afag sveas RS Journal of
Asiatic Societys (F7753a TrEorm Flfes @ wmara (969 25
#3(Te4 Aa (SEF ANGE AAREAS TA8HE- 4% (5o Chas AP Al

sareEsa A iz i+

“EATHd A o OF TAAM — (99 OTE GNEESE i

Tfe o Sfemm asma v Fife-fs wome sraml W9z | A
weam e SRR SE @ 92, FEL angeE ey | sy

FETS MFACTADS| [AEAS 29%A (FUE Mydmies 9=z s

AE S3r¢ BRR TG A SEGIs AFIE T ¢ S A

2Es qrga a2 s o sizm AE-gi s ame
* THSA SIATIM S SEETYg) A0 23 a912l Aa5Ea Sfews A=l
Towards the close of his [Chaitanyadeva’s] life he had

repeated fits of religious ecstasy in which he acted in utter

disregard of his life, — once leaping into the blue ocean, at

another time battering his face against the walls of his room.

At last in June-July, 1533, his physical frame broke down

under such prolonged mental convulsion and self-inflicted

torments, and he passed away under circumstances over
which the piety of his biographers has drawn the veil of
mystery.”
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They [Sankaradeva and Madhavadeva] were
contemporaries of “Sri Chaitanya,” who is adored as an
incarnation of Krishna, and venerated as the founder of
their religion by most of the Vaishnavas of Bengal, and
from the similarities of the doctrines inculcated as well as
from a tradition to that effect it may be inferred that the
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Assamese sectarian [Sankaradeva] was indebted, directly
or indirectly, to his illustrious contemporary for the system
of religion he introduced. ... The Assamese all admit the
interview between him [Chaitanyadeva] and Sankar, but the
sect of whom I am treating [Sankara’s sect] do not wish it to
be supposed that either of their founders was under any
obligation to the Bengal sect.”” (&% o iy |) ’
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... one of his [Sankaradeva’s] biographers, Ramananda Dvija
represents Sankara as saying to one of his [Sankaradeva’s]
followers that after he [Sankaradeva)] had visited the temple
of Jagannatha at Puri, he resolved not to bow that head of
his down before any other god which was once bowed b;ff)re
the image of Jagannatha. This may lead on to tr}c sypp(:gmon
that PurT was the scene of Sankaradeva’s illumination.

a2 REame ©° TR @8R Sfevs:
It is fairly certain that Safkara stayed at PurT for a long time,

possibly several years. It is here that he recc?ived his
illumination of jiidna-bhakti, and came in contact with people
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of various shades of religious opinion. Ramananda and other
biographers state that at Purf Sankara read and explained the
Brahma-purana, which mainly centered around the cult of

Jagannitha, to the priests of the god and other people.
Possibly Sankara was yet to receive the message of
Bhagavata-purana in its fullest significance, which he tried
to propagate all through his later life. His sojourn and stay
in places like PurT and Banaras carried a deep influence into
his carcer and were, to a great extent, responsible for shaping
it. He discovered therefrom the mission of his life, and
also could ascertain the method by which he was to fulfil

that mission.** (o%% 57 @R 1)
T ATOTFAIY XY WS *FACRA 8o TR dor Wik o TSR IS |
SR e o8 (! S ST Tz | T° i3 ffe:

It is not unlikely that Sankaradeva might have received
spiritual illumination from some Vaisnava saint at Puri.
In the preliminary lines of some of his works he makes
obeisance to his Guru, though the name of the Guru is
nowhere mentioned. The biographers are also curiously silent
over this point. In view of Sankaradeva’s own insistence
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on the necessity of a Guru in his various writings, it
seems somewhat strange that he was without a Guru. But
one of his biographers, viz. Ramananda Dvija, represents
Sankaradeva as saying to one of his followers that after he
had visited the temple of Jagannatha, he resolved not to bow
down his head to any other deity having once bowed to the
image of Jagannatha. This may lead us to suppose that Purf
was the scene of Sankaradeva’s illumination. Aniruddha
Kayastha, who translated the fifth canto of the Bhagavata-
purana towards the latter part of the seventeenth century,
remarks that Sankaradeva received jiana-bhakti and ajaa
(orders) at PurT to propagate Vaisnavism.>* (%% o7 o= 1)
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T° ICI5H IfTSIR CICL:
Sometimes the study of ethnic history is done with a view to
making search for an ‘ethnic’/ ‘national hero’, i. e. an
historical ‘father’ for a particular ethnic group. The search
for an ethnic/national hero for the Tai-Ahoms in the person
of Sukapha ultimately gives rise to the tendency for creating
more ethnic/national heroes. If the Ahoms could find and
have a ‘father’ in the person of Sukapha, who reigned from
1253 to 1268 AD in a tiny part of the Brahmaputra Valley,
smaller than a mauza in area in the present context, what is
outrageous with the Bodos, Chutiyas, Rabhas, Lalungs, and
so make on and so forth, if they too make a search and find
out heroes for their respective societies? The Bodos did not

find one in the past, and Upendranath Brahma was made the
‘Bodopha’.®
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CTFCTIR Merchant of Venice TES STs:

Lorenzo. The moon shines bright: in such a night as this,
When the sweet wind did gently kiss the trees,
And they did make no noise, in such a night,
Troilus methinks mounted the Troyan walls,
And sigh’d his soul toward the Grecian tents,
Where Cressid lay that night.

Jessica. In such a night,

SrE Y

Lorenzo.

Jessica.

R4

Did Thisbe fearfully o’ertrip the dew.

And saw the lion’s shadow ere himself,
And ran dismay’d away.

In such a night,

Stood Dido with a willow in her hand
Upon the wild sea banks and wafl her love
To come again to Carthage.

In such a night,

Medea gather'd the enchanted herbs

That did renew old Aeson. (5.1)
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Duke Senior. Now, my co-mates and brothers in exile,
Hath not old custom made this life more sweet

Than that of painted pomp? Are not these woods
More free from peril than the envious court?
Here fecl we not the penalty of Adam,
The seasons’ difference, as the icy fang
And churlish chiding of the winter’s wind.
Which, when it bites and blows upon my body.
Even till I shrink with cold, | smile and say.
“This is no flattery. These are counselors
That feelingly persuade me what | am.”™
Sweet are the uses of adversity,
Which, like the toad. ugly and venomous,
Wears yet a precious jewel in his head.
And this our life, exempt from public haunt.
Finds tongues in trees, books in the running brooks,
Sermons in stones, and good in everything.(2.1)
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He [Sankardeva] came down to the level of the people and
translated from Sanskrit these portions of the Hindu sacred
books, and presented them to the people in their own familiar
dialect. Relieved of a foreign tongue and from difficult and
abstruse terms. the people could now chant the praises of
their gods in their familiar language of childhood. They took
among them like wildfire, and are to this day increasingly
popular.”®
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all the Vaishnavas acknoweldged him, and him only, as their
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Sankar particularly warned his followers against the
commission of the following crimes, which from their being
particularized whilst others of equal or greater importance are
omitted. were doubtless those that in the days of his
admonitions were most prevalent — adultery, theft, lying,

pulling each other’s hair, (!) or any violence to the person of
another.®
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"The sect of Vaishnavas make nine marks with chandan or powder
of sandal wood on the forehead, bridge of the nose. the ears.
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