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GAUHATI UNIVERSITY

Guwahati - 781 014

( 1L Professor 0. K. Medhi
— Vice-Chancellor

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to know that Nowgong Girls’ College,

Nagaon has decided to publish its annual College Magazine very
soon.

| take the opportunity to convey my best wishes to all concerned for
a grand success of their mission and hope the magazine will be
immensely beneficial to all concerned.

@L@_AJQJ

Date : 20.02.2011 ( Prof. O. K. Medhi )
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Krishna Kanta Handiqui State Open University
Guwahati - 781 006

Professor Srinath Baruah
Vice-Chancellor
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From the Principal’s Desk

'Education is still at a very low ebb throughout Assam, and that little is confined entirely to the
male sex.' — So wrote John M'Cosh in 1835 in his Topography of Assam. Why was this gender
discrimination ? M'Cosh gives the answer : ‘Learning was thought too dangerous a power to be
entrusted to females : and no man would marry a girl if she could read or write', Opposition to
women's education has a long history, which cannot be narrated in a few words. Even the
nineteenth century, which brought about a drastic change of outlook on almost every subject in
every society, could not extend a whole-hearted and unanimous support to the question of
women's education. In mid-1880s, Lambodar Bora opposed the education of women by defining it
as 'Learning to write letters (i.e. love-letters); not keeping away from dramas and novels even
for a moment; forgetting regular domestic works like spinning and weaving; becoming weak,
useless, and skin and bone; making the mind restless, dishonest and hard; learning how to treat
bridegrooms with negligence and forgetting the kind of works women are meant for.' To Bora,
education for women was a device to transform women into men, flowers into thunder and lakes
into deserts.’ Significantly, this Bora wrote a number of essays on the necessity of education, and
the duties and responsibilities of students, but nowhere did he speak in favour of the education of
women. Education liberates the mind and women's education is considered indispensable for the
liberation of women. Bora was scared of this and, therefore, he caricatured women's liberation as
a phenomenon instigating women 'to divorce their husbands or not to accept them, to go out alone
to flower-gardens to refresh themselves with fresh air, ... to drive out father-in-laws and mother-
in-laws from the houses or deny them food, to get domestic works like cooking and serving done
by their husbands ...".

Did not this prejudiced attitude of the male-dominated society to women's education change in the
twentieth century ? Or has it not changed even in the twenty-first ? Yes, it has, quite remarkably,
though not fully. The huge gap between male-female literacy rates is just an indicator. According
to the 2001 census, the male literacy rate in India is more than 75%, whereas the female literacy
rate is just 54.16%. This is a clear proof of gender discrimination in Indian society. The picture of
Assam is a bit better so far as gender discrimination is concerned, though the average literacy
rate in the state is disappointing. In Assam in 2001, the literacy of women was 61.87% while that
of their male counterpart was 71.83%.

Though both society and the government are encouraging education in general and women's
education in particular, the prevalence of huge illiteracy even in the twenty-first century is a
matter to be concerned about. While we come to the question of women's education in particular,
we feel compelled to say that both society and the government have still a lot more to do in this
field to ensure an equal and equitable development of human resources and an improvement in
the quality of life both at home and outside.




'Education is the panacea of all evils', said Swami Vivekananda. It enables a person to solve his or her
problems by himself or herself. The Swami, therefore, gave a lot of emphasis on mass education.
However, by education he meant an all-round development of man. He said : 'We want that education
by which character is formed, strength of mind is increased, the intellect is expanded, and by which one
can stand on one's feet'. This was his general opinion on education, not women's education in particular.

Coming to the specific question of women's education, Vivekan'nanda expressed his anguish at the
servile condition of Indian women since time immemorial. 'They (i.e. women)’ deplored the Swami,
'have all the time been trained in helplessness, servile dependence on others, and so, they are good
only to weep their eyes out at the slightest approach of a mishap or danger.' He stressed upon the need
for such education for women as would make them strong not only intellectually, but also physically and
mentally. He insisted : 'Along with other things they (i.e. women) should acquire the spirit of valour and
heroism. In the present day, it has become necessary for them also to learn self-defence.'

Now the question is : Have women nothing to do for themselves, i.e. for the elevation of their own
status and position ? Should they perpetually keep waiting for persons like Rammohan and Vidyasagar
to do everything for them ? We do not expect twenty-first century women to be so callous and
indifferent in matters relating to their own interest. We do feel that it is time for women themselves to
understand the necessity of their empowerment through proper education and training. Modern world is
highly competitive where women have to secure a space for themselves or, in Virginia Woolf's words,
have 'a room' of their own, by virtue of their education and excellence. They have to assert that they
can play a significant role not only in the development of their own families but also in the development
of the nation : they apart from giving a strong economic support to their families, can promote the
education of their children and help in the measures against population rise and the reduction of infant
mortality rate. The high rate of female illiteracy and drop-out are putting a serious question-mark on the
advancement of India as a strong nation. No one-winged bird can ever fly. Society in general and
women in particular must understand that the empowerment of women through education is indispensable
if society has to rise and make progress in different fields.

After visiting Assam three times in late nineteeth century, Ramkumar Vidyaratna, a scholarly Brahmo
preacher from Bengal, praised Assamese women, saying : 'The women of Assam are comparatively
free ... They are industrious and artistic by nature. They are strong and more intelligent and courageous
than men. Even the upper-class Assamese women can weave exquisite silk of different kinds and make
beautiful clothes for everyday wear. They are not much fond of ornaments....! Then this scholarly
preacher deplored the absence of women's education in Assam, saying : 'It is sad that women's
education does not enjoy much favour in the province. If Assamese society favoured the education of
its women, the women in Assam must have progressed quite remarkably. Now, we strongly feel that
while the twenty-first century Assamese women must defend the time-honoured image of Assamese
women in the face of 'globalization’, they must move forward with the resolution that they have to

progress remarkably in this fast-changing global scenario and secure a potent space for themselves by
virtue of their education and edification.

Dr. Ajanta Dutta Bordolei, Principal
Nowgong Girls' College
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Necessiy can make even the imnid brave.
. Man prays for a long life but fears and age.
All the flowers of omorrow are the seeds of oday.
Minds are no conquered by force bu by love.
The best place to find a helping hand is at the end of your arm.
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Globalisation and Its Impact
on Nation-state System

Globalisation, as a
concept, is not very old. It is
comparatively of recent
origin. The term was used for
the first time in 1960s.
However, globalisation, as a
process, is not new. [t dates
back to several centuries.
Globalisation has become a
catchworld all over the world
in last few decades.

Three waves of globalisation
Generally speaking,

globalisation has passed
through different phases.
From historical perspective,
three waves of globalisation
can be identified. These are-
the age of discovery (1450-
1850), expansion of European
Empires (1850-1945) and
contemporary globalisation
{1960 onwards).

The first phase can be
said to have started when
people came out of their
territories to spread trade and
their religious faith. The
second phase was marked by
the establishment of colonies
and empires by the

Ranjit Barua

Europeans. The third phase
emerged in the post-War
period, particularly in 1960s.
The process of globalisaton
has been even more
accelerated in last few
decades since the collapse of
the communist block.

Globalisation defined
Globalisation is easy to
understand but difficult to
conceptualise. Different
scholars have attached
different meaning toit.
According to Robertson,
globalisation is '‘compression
of the world and
intensification of
consciousness about it'. For
Harvey, it is ‘time-space
compression'. in the worlds of
Giplin, "Globalisation
indicates the integration of
the world economy.” Albrow
defines it as the process
whereby the population of the
world is increasingly bonded
into a single society.
Globalisation is
generally conceived as a
historical process in which
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national institutions,
authorities, actors and so on
are increasingly bypassed in
the course of interactions
around the world especially in
economic sphere. It has
initiated the process of
integration of the whole
world into a global village, a
huge global market
overcoming all types of
barriers i.e. trade, political,
geographical etc. It is
noteworthy in international
politics, in international trade
and others. In simple
economic terms, globalisation
refers to the process of
integration of the world into
one huge market. The
European Commission
defines globalisation as the
'process by which markets
and productions in different
countries are becoming
increasingly interdependent
due to dynamics of trade in
goods and services and flow
of capital and technology.'

Impact on the nation-state system
Globalisation has




influenced nation-states and
international politics in a
variety of ways. Nation-state
system which emerged from
the Treaty of Westphalia
(1648) has been gradually
transformed. The
Westphalian model of world
politics has the following
three elements :

i) Territoriality : Humankind is
organised principally into
territorial (political)
communities with fixed
borders.

ii) Sovereignty : Within the
border, the state or the
government has supreme
power. It has exclusive
political and legal authority
over all individuals and
groups.

iii) Autonomy : Countries are
autonomous containers of
political, social and economic
activities within their
boundaries. Domestic sphere
of each state is separate from
the world outside.

All these elements of
nation-states are influenced
by the process of
globalisation in some way or
other. Certain significant
changes are taking place in
the state-centricinternationa|
system due to globalisation,
The traditional notion of state
sovereignty has also been
eroding.

A number of challenges
are coming from
transnational actors like

MNCs, NGOs and

supranational organisations
have made territorial national
boundaries permeable by
linking people together
across the globe. Borders and
territory do exist even today.
But earlier restrictions have
been relaxed gradually. Now
there is free movement of
goods and services across
borders. Even the movement
of people has become easier.

Autonomy of the state
has also eroded a lot. The
state is no longer the sole
decision maker. In a more
interdependent world, to
achieve domestic objectives,
national governments are
forced to engage in extensive
multilateral collaboration and
cooperation. State has to
share its authority in
economic arena with
transnational entities like
WTO, IMF, World Bank etc.
States are no longer in
position to take independent
decisions in economic
matters.

Due to globalisation as
well as information and
communication revolution,
even sovereignty is in strains.
New technologies of
disseminating information
have revolutionized
COmmunication across
National boundaries and have
led to shrinkage of territorial
SPace. In present situation,
State no longer has monopoly
OVerinformation and
COmmunication.

A number of
transnational entities have
emerged which function
cutting across national
boundaries and thereby
threatening state sovereignty
and limiting state activities.
In recent decades, a plethora
of International Non
Governmental Organisations
and citizens groups have
emerged. These are playing a
significant role in mobilizing,
organizing and exercising
political power across
national boundaries. Some of
these group have very wide
networks and are powerful
enough to influence the
decision making process of
individual states. The Green
Peace, Amnesty International,
Medicines Sans Frontier,
WWEF etc. are some such
examples.,

Proliferation of
international and regional
organizations has also
moderated the idea of state
sovereignty. Decisions of
these supranational bodies
have to be obeyed by the
!nember states. Increasing
International and regional
Cooperation has thus limits
the process of independent
decision making by any state.
_ Importance of
!nternational law has also
INCreased a |ot in recent
Years. These laws often
subject the states to a new
set of regulations. Of late
there has been much

expansion of international
laws relating to trade and
business, ecology, human
rights, gender justice and so
on. All these have certainly
posing challenge for state
sovereignty.

Globalisation has, thus,
influenced the nation-state

international politics. Despite
all these challenges to the
state system, the importance
of the nation-state and its
territorial independence and
desire to maintain
sovereignty has not
diminished. An interesting
aspect of nation-state is its

globalisation has transformed
the nation-state system to a
great extent. Even the
concept of sovereignty is
undergoing changes due to
the forces of globalisation.
But nation-state still remains
the most important actorin
international politics. e

system in a variety of ways
and changed the course of

resilience, its capacity to
survive odds. No doubt

Mr. Ranjit Baruah, Asstt. Professor, Deptt. of Political Science, Nowgong Girls’ College

Biography of Stephen William Hawking

Stephen William Hawking was born on 8 January 1942 (300 years after the death
of Galileo) in Oxford, England. His parents’ house was in north London, but during
the second world war, Oxford was considered a safer place to have babies. When
he was eight, his family moved to St. Albans, a town about 20 miles north of Lon-
don. At the age of eleven, Stephen went to St. Albans School and then on to Univer-
sity College, Oxford; his father’s old college. Stephen wanted to study Mathematics,
although his father would have preferred medicine. Mathematics was not available
at University College, so he pursued Physics instead. After three years and not very
much work, he was awarded a first class honours degree in Natural Science.

Stephen then went on to Cambridge to do research in Cosmology, there being no
one working in that area in Oxford at the time. His supervisor was Denis Sciama,
although he had hoped to get Fred Hoyle who was working in Cambridge. After
gaining his Ph.D. he became first a Research Fellow and later on a Professorial
Fellow at Gonville and Caius College. After leaving the Institute of Astronomy in
1973, Stephen came to the Department of Applied Mathematics and Theoretical

Physics in 1979, and held the post of Lucasian Professor of Mathematics from 1979 until 2009. The chair was
founded in 1663 with money left in the will of the Reverend Henry Lucas who had been the Member of Parliament
for the University. It was first held by Isaac Barrow and then in 1668 by Isaac Newton. He is currently the Director
of Research at the Centre for Theoretical Cosmology, at DAMTP in Cambridge.

Stephen Hawking has worked on the basic laws which govern the universe. With Roger Penrose he showed that
Einstein's General Theory of Relativity implied space and time would have a beginning in the Big Bang and an
end in black holes. These results indicated that it was necessary to unify General Relativity with Quantum Theory,
the other great Scientific development of the first half of the 20th Century. One consequence of such a unification
that he discovered was that black holes should not be completely black, but rather should emit radiation and
eventually evaporate and disappear. Another conjecture is that the universe has no edge or boundary in imaginary
time. This would imply that the way the universe began was completely determined by the laws of science.

His many publications include The Large Scale Structure of Spacetime with G F R Ellis, General Relativity: An
Einstein Centenary Survey, with W Israel, and 300 Years of Gravity, with W Israel. Stephen Hawking has three
popular books published: his best seller A Brief History of Time, Black Holes and Baby Universes and Other
Essays, The Universe in a Nutshell, and most recently in 2010, The Grand Design. There are .pdf and .ps
versions of his full publication list.

Professor Hawking has twelve honorary degrees. He was awarded the CBE in 1982, and was made a Compan-
ion of Honour in 1989. He is the recipient of many awards, medals and prizes, is a Fellow of The Royal Society
and a Member of the US National Academy of Sciences.

Stephen Hawking continues to combine family life (he has three children and three grandchildren), and his
research into theoretical physics together with an extensive programme of travel and public lectures.
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The Changing Perspective of the
Idea of Female Body

Body is a concept or a
set of ideas which are seen to
be implicated in, and already
in part constructed by
ideology and history. As a
consequence, women have
always been associated with
the ‘body’ which is
conceptualized on the basis
of masculine parameters.
Various feminist theorists
have revealed that it is social
and cultural factors than
constructs a ‘woman’ and
objectify her as the ‘other’
and in terms of ‘body’. The
female body has almost
always been perceived as evil
and which leads her to
immanence and thereby
limits her in various ways.
Throughout history women'’s
association with the body has
been integral and as
expressed in many of the
great writings. One fine
classic example is Kalidas'
‘Shakuntala’ in which the
heroine Shakuntala is
described all in terms of body
that can be ‘possessed’ and

Neetu Gupta

‘conquered’. Many of the
Victorian poems presents
woman in terms of ‘body’ and
‘beauty’ alone. Such
associations of woman with
the ‘body’ are very
commonplace and a very old
concept that has
contaminated the essence of
not only ‘woman’ but human
beings as such.

“Humanity is male
and man defines woman not
in herself but as relative to
him; she is not regarded as
an autonomous being ... she
is simply what man decrees;
thus she is called ‘the sex’
which is meant that she
appears to the male as a
sexual being. For him she is
sex— absolute sex, no less.”
(de Beauvoir)

These lines renders
woman as all ‘body’— the
‘cultured body’ who is the
erotic ideal of male fantasy.
That is— what appears to be
their ‘nature’ is culturally
constructed and is disguised.

Many feminist
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theorists of the 20" century
have speculated on the idea
of the female body. One of
the most prominent feminist
Simone de Beauvoir in her
book ‘The Second Sex’ (1949)
explores the place of women
in society and culture. She
expresses the view that—
“One is not born a woman,
but becomes one.”

Through this
statement, she establishes
that the idea of woman as
‘woman’ is purely a
construction and a result of
‘nurture’. Woman who is
conceptualized primarily in
terms of ‘body’ are actually a
victim of socializing. She is
the ‘other’ and the ‘second
sex”. For Simone de Beauvoir,
the fundamental alienation of
women derive in part from
her body. She perceives the
female body as inherently
alienating that pulls her to
immanence and as a source
of oppression. She opines
that the difference between
male and female (except

biological) may be resolved to
establish woman as equal to
man. A new approach has to
be adopted whereby these
socio-cultural factors that
make a woman could be done
away with.

But by 1980s, there
has been a ‘resurrection of
the body’ in the social and
philosophical theory as
advocated by Helene Cixous
and Lucy Irigaray. For them,
the body is the basis for
formulation of subjectivity
and identity rather than an
object of desire. Based on
such ideas, Cixous formulated
‘ecriture feminine’-

‘Write yourself. Your

body must be heard.”

This concept
foregrounded female writing
and have questioned the
traditional Western
separation of the mind and
the body. The theory
celebrates woman’s
association with the body to
mind. Unlike Simone de
Beauvoir, the body is no more
a hindrance rather it
complements the subjectivity
and identity of woman.

The association of
women with the ‘body’ has
undergone a great change.
However the fascination with
the female body still persists
and perhaps it is has been

enhanced because of the
prolifertion of images around
us, from television to
advertising hoardings, more
than any previous generation.
The female body is a
commodified, ‘beauty’ that is
used in buying and selling of
products. That is to say that
women’s association with the
‘body’ can neither be
overlooked nor
underestimated. However
there is a need to install a
change in the perception of
the female body that can
actually establish women’s
faith and strength. e

Shri Neetu Gupta, Asstt. Professor, Deptt. of English, Nowgong Girls’ College

Do you know .....

: | B There are more than 75 trillion cells in our body.

The weight of our brain isa 1400 gms.

Our heart normally beats 72-75 times in a minute.
Neuron (the nurve cell) is the longest cell in our body.
The minimum distance for proper vision is 25 cm.

The nearest distance between earth and sun is 747 million kms and the farthest
distance between earth and sun is 152 kms.

Earth's overage orbital velocity 29.79 kms.
Earth needs 23 hrs. 56 min and 4.09 sec. to spin on its imaginary aniz.
Hinduism is the first religion of the world.
Urugnay is the first country to win the football world cup.

Sri Deepti Devi, H.S. 1st Year
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Vishal Bharadwaj's adaptation of
'Omkara' from Shakespeare's

'Othello’ has been
described as a tragedy of
passion and this description
is certainly appropriate. Of all
Shakespeare's tragedies
'Othello’ is the most painfully
exciting and the most terrible.
In the same way Vishal
Bharadwaj adapted his
'Omkara’ from Shakespeare's
Othello, which is very horrific.
Making a dark film like
'Omkara’, particularly when
comedy seems to be ruling
the roost, it surely requires
courage. 'Omkara’ is basically
looking into human psyche
and it shows how reeds of
suspicion can be easily
shown in a person's mind.

Othello is one of the
great heroes of
Shakespearean drama. The
intellectual and warlike
energy of his mind, his
tenderness of affection, his
loftyness of spirit and the
dark, fierce blood of boiling
passion, polluting cum even

'Othello’

Barsha Nandi, T.D.C. Iind Yaer

imagination, compose a
character entirely original,
Othello is undoubtedly black,
black with the blackness of a
negro. Othello is not merely a
romantic figure, his nature is
also romantic. There can be
no doubt about Othello's
profound love for
Desdemona. Othello has a
great admiration for the
qualities of Desdemona.
According to him she is fair,
feeds well, loves company,
sings, plays and dances well.
But Othello has his
weaknesses which are, in
certain circumstances,
dangerous. In 'Othello’ the
character of Cassio is similar
to Emilia, a combination of
excellences and defects.
Cassio is a handsome, good,
natural young fellow who
takes life gaily. He stands
high in Othello's esteem. He
carried messages from
Othello to Desdemona and
from Desdemona to Othello.
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He admires not only Othello
but also Desdemona. In the
play Cassio has an affair with
a prostitute called Bianca. He
is quite fond of her and she of
him. In the play there is a
character called Roderigo
whose marriag had been
arranged with Desdemona.
Cassio like Roderigo and
Othello, has full trust in lago.
But this trustfulness proves
his undoing. Having
confidence in lago, he drinks
a lot than he should because
lago forces him into doing so.
He seeks Desdemona's
intervention in his case
because lago forces him to do
$0. He pays heavily for his
faults which are of a minor
nNature. He lost his lieutenant
Post for his drunkenness. He
Pays for his trustworthiness
by falling into lago's trap and
by nearly losing his life.

In the movie 'Omkara’
produced by Kumar Mangat
and directed by Vishal

Bharadwaj, all the characters
are very nicely depicted by
Vishal Bharadwaj. His story
telling is very effective. He
runs the story very well from
a simple romantic love story
to one with a shocking and
tragic end. There are many
outstanding scenes in
Omkara. The hair raising
climax may disturb
audiences.

Vishal Bharadwaj's
adaptation of 'Omkara’ is so
realistic that most of the
characters strongly resemble
their corresponding
characters in Shakespeare's
'Othello’. In the movie,
Othello's name is Omkara or
Omi which is played by Ajay
Devgan who is initially the
general of a political party,
leading a group which
includes Langda Tyagi (Saif
Ali Khan) and the dashing
Keshav Upadhyaya (Vivek
Oberoi). The story begins
when Omi appoints Kesu, not
Langda, as his lieutenant. In
jealously Langda plans a plot
in league with Raju to falsely
implicate Omi's beautiful
wife Dolly Mishra (Kareena
Kapoor) in a love affair with
Omkara Shukla's lieutenant

Kesu. With the help of Indu
(Konkona Sen Sharma), Raju
and Langda succeeded in
stealing Dolly's wrist
ornament, which was given
by Omi as his first gift to her.
This plot turns into a very
mournful tragedy. Langda
keeps poisoning Omi's mind
till Omi does not kill his wife
Dolly (Kareena Kapor).

The story 'Omkara’
presents the lifestyle of the
people of U.P. and Bihar. Omi
is a mafia chief of a gang of
outlaws. Langda Tyagi (Saif-
Ali-Khan) and Keshav
Upadhaya (Vivek Oberoi) are
his main men. Peace in his
kingdom is disrupted as soon
as Omi appoints Kesu instead
of Langda as his chief
lietemant.

Advocate Raghunath
Mishra has arranged his
daughter Dolly's marriage
with Rajan, knowing that
Dolly loves Omkara Shukhla.
Before the marriage takes
place, Dolly elopes with Omi.

Saif-Ali-Khan as
Langda Tyagi is truly different
from his previously attempted
characters. His brilliant
portrayal of a negative
character really takes one by
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surprise. Bhaisaab
(Naseeruddin Shah) is
brilliant as usual in a brief
role. Vivek Oberoi is good but
doesn't get much scope to
prove a lot. Indu (Konkona Sen
Sharma) is outstanding and
Billo (Bipasha Basu) is also
attractive in a very special
appearence and Kareena
Kapoor also looks good in her
Indian look. Vishal
Bharadwaj's music also plays
a very significant role in the
success of the film.

The names of many
characters in 'Omkara’
strongly resembled the
names of their corresponding
characters in 'Othello’. For
instance, Othello's
counterpart is Omkara,
Desdemona's counterpart is
Dolly, Cassio's Kesu, Emilia's
Indu, Bianca's Billo and
Roderigo's Rajan. On the
whole Vishal Bharadwaij's
‘Omkara’ is a brilliantly made
film in 2005 with superb
performances. But it can not
be watched with family.
Finally, we can say that
Vishal Bharadwaj has
succeded in adapting the film
‘Omkara’ from Shakespeare's
'Othello'. @




A NOTE ON MANUSCRIPTOLOGY

Manuscriptology is
defined to be a branch of
knowledge which makes a
systematic study of all the
processes, through which a
manuscript undergoes. When
one says manuscript, in
ordinary sense, it signifies a
handwritten document. But in
manuscriptology, manuscript
signifies the texts which are
prepared by the authors or the
texts which are copied by
scribes. A manuscript
undergoes many processes like
the preparation of the original
text, its copying and recopying.
After a considerable time there
may be many recopying of the
same text by different copyists
at the same time.
Manuscriptologists deal with
all the stages of a manuscript.
They also do the collections
and preservations of the texts.
In present context cataloguing
of manuscripts, editing and
publishing in book forms have
also become parts of
manuscriptology.

An important aspect of
manuscriptology is scriptology.

Sanjita Singha

A manuscriptologist must have
a sound knowledge of the
scripts in which manuscripts
are prepared. Brahmi (the
Asokan Brahmi) is one of the
earliest form of recognised
scripts and it has undergone so
many phases of development.
Without having an accurate
knowledge of scripts one can
not think of doing justice to the
texts of the manuscripts.

The Vyasa-Ganesa
story of the Mahabharata
alludes Lord Ganesa as the
first scribe, where krsna
dvaipayana Vyasa requests
Ganesa to scribe his epic and
Mahabharata may be

considered as the first

manuscript. With the passage
of time people started
regarding Ganesa as the
presiding deity of art of writing
and accordingly the phrase sri
Ganesaya Namah began to be
written on every piece of
writing, keeping aside this
Vyasa Ganesa story if one goes
on exploring the time in which
actually the preparation of
manuscripts began, for obvious

reasons the time of
vedasakhas and vedangas
comes in mind. For centuries
vedas have been transmitted
orally through upadesas. But at
a certain point of time, a need
was felt to translate the vedic
knowledge into writing.
Subsequently the art of
writing was introduced and the
vedic knowledge began to be
recorded and imparted through
writing. The materials, used for
writing were —birch-bark, bark
of Aloe-tree (sancipat), palm-
leaves and cloth.. The
instruments, used for writing
are- stylus (a metalic pen),
reed and feathers of birds. e

There were certain rules which were
followed by the authors and scribes
of manuscripts —

(1) At the beginning, every scribe
used to give some auspicious
symbols like Om or svastika
and then Obeise Lord Ganesa.

(2) The scribes tried to make
optimum use of the writing
sheets.

(3) On both sides of the writing
sheets lines were carved out
without spoiling the sheets.

(4) Sometimes artistic taste of the
scribes were displayed in the
manuscripts.

Assam has a rich tradition of
preparing .and preserving
manuscripts.

Shri Sangita Sinha, Asstt. Professor, Deptt. of Sanskrit, Nowgong Girls’ College
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From Darkness to Light ...

SOME FASCINATING FACTS
ABOUT LIFE

We face numerous
challenges in life. We may
have iliness and financial or
relationship problems. We
may face dark spells but we
donot have to be blinded by
the darkness. The following
story has an instructive

" message to help us through

the dark patches of our life.
There was once a cave that
lived underground, as most of
caves do. Since it spent its
entire life in darkness, it had
never seen any light. One

day, a voice talked to the cave
and said, "come into the light
and enjoy sunlight." The cave
replied, " | don't know what
you mean by light. All I have
ever known is darkness."
"Come and see for yourself",
said the voice. The cave
mastered up enough courage
and climbed slowly up from
the depths of the earth.
Suddenly it reached the top of
the earth and was surrounded

Sant Rajinder Singh
Collected from Internet
Submitted by: Rosy Deka

by magnificent light, which
the cave had never seen in its
life.

"This is beautiful",
said the cave. After enjoying
the light for a while, the cave
said to the sunlight". Now it
is your turn to come with me
and see the darkness. "What
is darkness?" asked the
sunlight. The cave answered,
"come and see for yourself.
So the sunlight decided to
visit the cave's home. As the
sunlight entered the cave, it
said, "Now show me your
darkness. But with the
sunlight there, there was no
darkness to be found. Where
there is light, there can be no

darkness.

Whenever we feel we
are in dark phase, we need
only tap into the light of our
soul. Our true nature is light.
If we would only identify with
our true nature, we would
find, there is no darkness. If

9118 (RN FTETS A W 58

we would also bring our own
innate goodness and light
into our daily life, we would
never be overcome by the
darkness of life again.

We each have within
us the light of the soul, which
has been described by saints
as beeing eaual to the light of
sixteen outer suns. But we
are not aware of it because
we identify ourselves with the
outer world of darkness and
illusion. If we would invert
our attention within through
meditation, we would
discover that we are light.
Then, whenever the dark
spells of life threaten to bring
us down, we could invert, find
the light within and bring it
forth into the darkness to

dispel it, when we associate
with the temporary illusions
of the world, we feel pain.
But when we realise
that outer events are but a
dream existence, a passing




show that is but temporary, that as an opportunity to love. If we bring that light

we can rise above the pain learn from our mistakes and into our lives, then like the
and disappointment. When try again. When we find cave in the story we will find
we find misfurtune, let us ourselves in darkness let us that there is no more
countthe numeroustimeswe  close our eyes and focus darkness. e

have experienced good within untill we see the light

fortune. When we fall, take that brings peace, joy and

Biography of Bill Gates

Bill Gates was born on October 28, 1955. He and his two sisters grew up in Seattle.
| Their father, William H. Gates Il, is a Seattle attorney. Mary Gates, their late mother,
was a schoolteacher, University of Washington regent and chairwoman of United
Way International.

Gates attended public elementary school before moving on to the private Lakeside
School in North Seattle. It was at Lakeside that Gates began his career in personal
computer software, programming computers at age 13.

In 1973, Gates entered Harvard University as a freshman, where he lived down the
hall from Steve Ballmer, who is now Microsoft's president. While at Harvard, Gates
developed a version of the programming language BASIC for the first microcomputer
- the MITS Altair. BASIC was first developed by John Kemeny and Thomas Kurtz at
Dartmouth College in the mid-1960s. In his junior year, Gates dropped out of
Harvard to devote his energies full-time to Microsoft, a company he had started in
1975 with his boyhood friend Paul Allen. Guided by a beliefthat the personal computer
would be a valuable tool on every office desktop and in every home, they began

developing software for personal computers.

Under Gates’ leadership, Microsoft's mission is continuously to advance and improve software technology, and
to make it easier, more cost-effective and more enjoyable for people to use computers. The company is committed
to a long-term view, which is reflected in its investment of some $2.6 billion for research and development during
the current fiscal year.

In 1995 Gates wrote The Road Ahead, his vision of where information technology will take society. Co-authored
by Nathan Myhrvold, Microsoft's chief technology officer, and Peter Rinearson, The Road Ahead held the No. 1
spot on the New York Times' bestseller list for seven weeks, and remained on the list for a total of 18 weeks.
Published in more than 20 countries, the book sold more than 400,000 copies in China: slona,

In 1996, while strategically redeploying Microsoft to take advantage of the emerging o iti
- el ortunities created by the
Internet, Gates thoroughly revised The Road Ahead to reflect his view that inte?acﬁee networks are a rxajor
?llesatgoneh_ln humarcli ccf:mmt:;ucation. The paperback second edition also has become a bestseller. Gates is
onating his proceeds from the book to a non-profit fund that supports teachers w i et i
computers into their classrooms, P orldwide who are incorporating

In addition to his passion for computers, Gates is interested in biotechnology. He si
Corporation and is a shareholder in Chiroscience Group of the United Kingc?gm anglti?sownhtgj? %ﬁgdogmjgf ,—f
Chiroscience R&D Inc. (formerly Darwin Molecular) of Bothell, Wash. He also founded CorbisyCor oration, which
is developing one of the largest resources of visual information in the world - a Comprehensive dip ital arclhive of
art and PhO!OQFaPhY fr:om public and private collections around the globe. Gates also has im,estgd with cellular
tetephone_plonee_r Craig McCaw in Teledesic, a company that is working on an ambitious plan to launch hundreds
of low-orbit satellites around the Earth to provide a worldwide two-way broadband te]ecomml?niiaﬁons service

Bill and Melinda French Gates were married on January 1, 1994. They have now . . .
: d ' . three childr Jennif

Katharine Gates, who was bo ; ; en, one is ifer

Gates, born in 2002, ™ In 1996; and a son Rory John Gates, born in 1899 and a daughter, Phoebe Adelle

In 2000 Gates resignes as CEO of Microsoft to spend more on software architecture and [egg with running the company

2-03-2005 Bill Gates knighted by Queen Elizabeth Il for his contribution to the British PR ;
‘Knight Commander of the Order of the British Empire’'. Thoug he is not allowed to caj| hi?:s?:l?%y}' E'Lscgﬂfewélf' |?|§
USA citizenship but may suffix his name with KBE. !
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STUpENTS OF THe COLLEGE

The following students are selected for the college award for securing Highest
Marks in the examinations, 2009 :-

1. Punyashri Bezbaruah
Highest Marks in the H.S. 1st Year examination.

2. Pakhi Bora
Highest Marks in H.S. final year examination.
(She is awarded "Kuniala Hazarika memorial award" for the year 2009.)

3. Pratibha Kumarl Jain
Highest Marks in T.D.C. 1st year examination.
(She is awarded "The Bhanu Padmabati Merit award" for the year 2009.)

4. Tribeni Bora
Highest marks in the 1.D.C. 2nd year examination.

5. Dharitree Borthakur
Best graduate in 7.D.C. 3rd years examination.
(She is awarded "Muktaram Gayan Merit award" for the year 2009)

6. Jumli Sarma
2nd best Graduate in 1.D.C. 3rd year examination.

7. Bipasha Bora
"The merit award" given by the family of Smti Maloti Bora, retired Lecturere
Dapt. of Educaﬁon, Naug‘ang Girls’ Gallege. : E
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